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Forensic entomology is the study of  insects and related 
arthropods as applied to legal court cases. The first 
documented case using forensic entomology was 
reported in the 13th century in “The Washing Away of  
Wrongs” by Sung Tzu, a Chinese lawyer. It wasn’t until 
the 19th century during exhumations in France, that the 
important role maggots play in decomposition was 
discovered. This study examines the Diptera larval 
successional models in the Pineywoods Ecoregion 
during the Summer and Winter and compares these 
results to current adult successional models.
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